MINUTES OF THE PSAA EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
MEETING HELD ON 26.02.2015 AT 15.00 HOURS
AT ASSOCIATION’S OFFICE, KARACHI
Present:
Capt.Javed Iqbal           

             Chairman
Capt.Nusrat Iqbal              
                         Senior Vice Chairman
Capt.M.Nouman Alvi                                       Vice Chairman
Capt.S.Kamal A.Mahmoodi                              Executive Committee Member
Mr.Adil Khan                                                    Executive Committee Member
Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar                                Executive Committee Member
Mr.Amir Ali Jamal                                           Secretary General 
Mr.Syed Tahir Hussain                                    Deputy Secretary 
 

Regrets:
Mr.Asim Saeed Khan                                      Executive Committee Member
Mr.Bilal-ur-Rehman                                       Executive Committee Member
Capt.Mohammad Inam                                  Executive Committee Member
Mr.M.Younus Vayani                                      Executive Committee Member
 

A meeting of the Executive Committee was held at 1500 hours on Thursday, 26.02.2015 at Association’s office, Karachi. 
 

Matters Arising:
Sindh Revenue Board (SRB)
 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that Mr.Asim Saeed wanted to schedule a meeting with Chairman, SRB in writing. However, he and Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar suggested him since the issue is sub-judice it is better not to ask for a meeting in writing and try to arrange it informally. Thereafter, no further development has taken place in this regard.
 

1) To confirm minutes of the Executive Committee meeting held on 15.12.2014. 
The minutes of the above meeting were approved by all present. 

2) Brief by Chairman, PSAA on his meeting with COMKAR held on 29.01.2015.
 
Capt.Javed informed he had discussed various issues being faced by Shipping Agents with Vice Admiral Syed Arifullah Hussaini, HI(M), T Bt., Commander Karachi wherein Director, Naval Intelligence was also present.
 
a) Privately Contracted Armed Security Personnel (PCASP) are being employed by vessels due to piracy which cannot embark or disembark in Pakistan.
 
COMKAR assured he will take up this matter with Ministry of Interior through Ministry of Defence.
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b) Transit visa for Pakistani seamen transiting Hong Kong.
 
COMKAR assured he will take up this matter with Ministry of Foreign Affairs through Ministry of Defence.
 
c) Difficulties in getting passes for foreigners to visit ports because Pakistani missions stamp on the visa that foreigner is not allowed to visit ports and restricted area.
 
COMKAR directed Director, Naval Intelligence to take up this matter with Ministry of Foreign Affairs through Ministry of Defence.
 
Capt.Kamal Mahmoodi was of the view that this is to be taken-up with Ministry of Interior instead of Ministry of Foreign Affairs.   
 
d) Capt.Javed informed photography inside port area is being not allowed by DNI which is required by surveyors in order to conduct proper surveys.
 
COMKAR informed it cannot be allowed and offered to utilize photographer of DNI instead.
3) Brief by Chairman, PSAA on public hearing held by EPA Sindh on 18.02.2015.
 

Capt.Javed informed that a public hearing on handling of coal at KPT was held by Sindh Environment Protection Agency (EPA) on 18.02.2015 at Beach Luxury Hotel. The hearing was attended in large numbers by several stakeholders namely KPT, Shipping Agents, Stevedores, coal importers, concerned citizens, civil society, etc.  The Director General, EPA was not happy with the KPT and was of the view that handling of coal at KPT is in violation of EPA criteria as KPT had not obtained any NOC from EPA for handling and storage of coal at KPT. 
Capt.Javed added that several stakeholders presented their point of view; some of them were totally against handling of coal and some of them were in favour of handling the coal but without compromising on environment.   

Capt.Javed added that in conclusion everyone is against handling of coal at KPT and if coal is to be handled at KPT then direct delivery should be ensured. 

 

4) Brief by Secretary General, PSAA on formation of FPCCI’s Standing Committee on “Ports & Shipping”. 
 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed that Capt.Javed Iqbal has been appointed as Chairman of FPCCI’s Standing Committee on “Ports & Shipping” by the President, FPCCI, Mr.Tariq Haleem as Senior Vice Chairman and Capt.S.Kamal A. Mahmoodi as Vice Chairman. He added this is an honour for PSAA that all three belongs to PSAA. He further informed as a goodwill gesture we invited APSA to nominate one their representative as a member of the said Committee; subsequently, APSA nominated Mr.Fazlur Rehman of M/s.Maersk Pakistan (Pvt.) Ltd who is common member of both Associations.  
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5) Any other business with the permission of the Chair. 

i) Stuck-up Containers
 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed a meeting with Additional Collector (Appraisement-West) was held on  24.02.2015 at his office at KICT.

 

Capt.Javed informed the Additional Collector seems to be very proactive and optimistic about clearing non-perishable goods in a month or two by means of auction and by destruction if need be. Following are the action points:      
a) PSAA will provide updated version of stuck-up containers and request its members to nominate one person to liaise with ADC to reconcile figure of stuck-up containers 
b)  ADC and TM to visit TPX
c)  ADC to expedite  WeBOC system to facilitate re-export of frustrated containers without any hurdles.  

 

ii) Resolution 
 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal stated that Cowasjee family is one of the founding members of PSAA. Mr.Cyrus R.Cowasjee, Mr.Ardeshir Cowasjee, Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee and Mr.Nader Cowasjee have rendered tremendous services in different capacities for decades from time to time to PSAA and Ports & Shipping sector for which PSAA will always be indebted to them. Due to the business constraints few years ago M/s.Cowasjee & Sons dis-continued their membership and now M/s.Orbiter has also dis-continued its membership due to the same reason. He feels that dis-continuation of memberships by both these companies is painful and unfortunate for PSAA. He requested all participants to adopt following resolution: 

“It is hereby resolved by all present to pay rich tribute to members of the Cowasjee family namely Mr.Cowasjee R.Cowasjee, Mr.Ardeshir Cowasjee, Ms.Ava A.Cowasjee and Mr.Nader Cowasjee for their outstanding and valuable services to PSAA right from its formation in 1976 and Ports & Shipping sector and wish them all the best for the future”.  
iii) Port passes for Directors
 

Capt.S.Kamal A. Mahmoodi informed that as per practice now KPT is not issuing port passes to Directors for 3 years but instead for 1 year. He added on his query from Commandant, Port Security Force he was informed that this step has been taken due to security reasons and he can take up this matter with the Chairman if desired.

 

iv) Karachi Customs Agents Association (KCAA) 
 

Mr.Amir Ali Jamal informed KCAA has written a letter dated 24.02.2015 to PSAA and APSA regarding issues being faced by Clearing Agents and Transporters and requested for a meeting. He added that Mr.Riaz Ahmad, Secretary General of APSA called him and inquired if APSA invites PSAA for meeting to discuss this issue whether PSAA will attend to which he replied he saw no harm in attending a meeting however, Chairman, PSAA will decide in this regard.
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Mr.Mohammed A.Rajpar suggested if possible PSAA and APSA should avoid meeting with Transporters.

 

It was decided that when invited Chairman and Secretary General, PSAA will attend such meeting. 

There being no other business, the meeting terminated at 17:00 hours with a vote of thanks to the Chair.

 

 
Confirmed

Date:_________  







Chairman:___________
         
